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Role of High School Counselors in Selective Service Registration
High School guidance counselors play an uniquely important role in ensuring students succeed in high school and are prepared for success beyond those four years. With everything there is to consider and complete for each student, the job becomes a juggling act that comes with a lot of responsibility. There is one important step that can be easy to lose track of, but can make all of the difference in a young man’s future. Even though Selective Service registration only takes two minutes, it can mean a lifetime of opportunities. By explaining the legal requirement of registration to every male at the school, guidance counselors can ensure that there is one fewer obstacle on their path to success.
Who Must Register
· The law requires virtually all men living in the United States, even noncitizens, to register with the Selective Service System regardless of citizenship status.
· Men must register within 30 days of their 18th birthday. However, late registrations are accepted up until their 26th birthday.
· Men who don’t turn 18 before graduation can submit their registration information at 17. They  will automatically be registered on their 18th birthday.	
What’s at Stake
· Men who fail to register by their 26th birthday can be permanently barred from receiving:
· Federal student loans for college.
· Placement in federally funded job training programs.
· Any federal and most state and municipal jobs.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Driver’s licenses in some states.
· Additionally, immigrant men who fail to register can lose their eligibility to become U.S. citizens before age 31. 
How to Register
· Online at www.sss.gov, click on the registration icon. [must have SSN]
· At any post office, or on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA form)
It’s likely that at least 600 of the approximately 6,000 men who turn 18 every day will miss the message of registration and risk losing opportunities that are key to their success. While guidance counselors hold the attention of the young men in their school, they can make sure their students are on their way to building a bright future.
Stay Connected by liking the Selective Service Facebook page at www.facebook.com/sssregistration or following them on Twitter at @sss_gov.


