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The Importance of Selective Service Registration for At-Risk Youth
Anyone who works with at-risk youth knows that there is a lot of uncertainty in the lives of these young men, especially when it comes to their future. One easy way to limit this uncertainty, and keep doors open to opportunities for success, is to have them register with Selective Service System. 
What’s at Stake
· Men who fail to register by their 26th birthday can be permanently barred from receiving:
· Federal student loans.
· Placement in federally funded job training programs.
· Good government jobs, including some careers in law enforcement.
· Drivers licenses in some states. 
· Additionally, immigrant men who fail to register can significantly complicate the process of becoming citizens before they turn 31. 
Who Must Register
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The law requires that virtually all men living in the United States register with the Selective Service System regardless of citizenship status. 
· Men are legally required to register within 30 days of their 18th birthday. However, late registrations are accepted up until their 26th birthday.
How to Register
· Online at www.sss.gov, click on the registration icon.
· At any U.S. Post Office, on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA form), or at school through a Selective Service registrar.
By filling out a quick and easy registration form online or by mail, young men can stay eligible for the opportunities tied to registration. The paths of at-risk youth are always changing, but registering with Selective Service is one easy way to minimize obstacles on the path to a bright, successful future.
Stay Connected by liking the Selective Service Facebook page at www.facebook.com/sssregistration or following them on Twitter at @sss_gov.


